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Meeting October 121964

Inaugural Meeting
The Inaugural Meeting of the Section of Occupa-
tional Medicine of the Royal Society of Medicine
was held at 1 Wimpole Street, London wl, on
Monday, October 12 1964, at 8.0 p.m., with Sir
Terence Cawthome in the Chair.

The Ch an said that this was a great occasion
because it was the first time for fourteen years
that a new Section had been formed and the new
Section of Occupational Medicine would be the
twenty-eighth of the various Sections of the Royal
Society of Medicine.
The draft regulations of the new Section did not

differ materially from those of other Sections. It
was proposed that the tenure of office of the
President of the Section should be one year,
which was the usual practice. The objects of the
Section were as follows:

Objects ofthe Section
(1) To provide a means, not readily afforded elsewhere,
whereby physicians and surgeons with a special
knowledge of the relationship between sickness and
injury and conditions of work may discuss their
problems, not only with each other, but also with
colleagues in other fields, by holding joint meetings
with other Sections of the Society.

(2) To make available information about the physical,
chemical and psychological hazards of occupation,
and in particular about those that are rare or not
easily recognized.

(3) To offer a forum for the presentation and discus-
sion of research in occupational medicine and
toxicology.

(4) To advance occupational health in both its prac-
tical and its academic aspects.

The meeting declared itself unanimously in
favour of setting up the new Section and of adopt-
ing the draft regulations for the Section.

It was agreed to elect as Founder Members
those whose names had been circulated in the list
of Founder Members, together with any others
who submitted their names for inclusion.
The Chairman declared the twenty-eighth

Section of the Royal Society of Medicine now to
be in existence.

Sir Austin Bradford Hill expressed his pleasure at
being elected President of the Section. He then
called upon Sir Terence Cawthorne to address the
meeting.

Opening Address
by Sir Terence Cawthorne FRCS (London)

First, I should like to say how pleased I am that
the Royal Society of Medicine includes not only
physicians and surgeons, but scientists and any-
one who has any interest in the various disciplines
associated with medicine. The President of our
new Section, though not a doctor, is known to
every doctor throughout the world. We are very
proud that you, Sir Austin, should be the first
President of this new Section.
There were several preliminary meetings before

we decided to institute this new Section of
Occupational Medicine, and the more meetings

we had, the more clear it became that this would
be a very important Section of the Society for it
would enable scientists from other disciplines and
various branches of medicine to share their ex-
periences and exchange their views in the field of
occupational medicine.
Within the Royal Society of Medicine we now

have, with the Section of Occupational Medicine,
28 Sections, and next week there will be another,
making 29 - Measurement in Medicine. We shall
have within the Royal Society of Medicine prac-
tically every discipline which is engaged in medi-
cine, dentistry and veterinary medicine.

I would like, therefore, to mention some of-the
Sections which may wish to participate in your
meetings.


